FRANCO,     CHIEF    OF    STAFF               149
him that one of the officers was recommended by nearly all
the friends of the minister himself, by the chamber of
deputies, and by men high in the army. The minister
answered, 'Discarding those factors, whom would you
designate?* I answered him, 'The three are of equal merits. I
would select the oldest/ The minister did not hesitate for a
moment and ordered3 'Very well, the oldest/ Such has been
our War Ministry/'
That army destroyed by the politics of the previous two
years, that is, by favouritism, intrigue, and injustice, and
handled by the unfortunate military cabinet created by
Azafia, began to be restored in six months of honest adminis-
tration, in which the martial virtues began to shine again>
merit was recognized, and those things prejudicial or
dangerous to the nation were discarded. The work of reor-
ganization advanced rapidly, and it was evident that it would
not be long before the army would again be a national
institution, strong and respected, against which those who
had taken upon themselves to ruin Spain could not prevail.
But the plan to rearm the army could not be tolerated by
the revolution. "The revolutionary elements," said Gil
Robles, "could no longer tolerate, nor permit the continua-
tion of this work, because they saw that this reorganization
of the army was beginning to be carried out, and it presented
to the revolution an insurmountable barrier/*
Alcala Zamora, docile pawn, gave in again, and sur-
rendered the fort. Into it entered, on a Masonic horse, new
Trojan artifice, the languid, weak, and malign figure of
Portela, that human spectre, that figure from a ghost story
whom fate had chosen for the most tragic of deeds; namely,
to open the gates of Spain to the four horsemen of the
apocalypse.